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Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord!
The church year in the West begins with a preparatory season called “Advent.” The word
“advent” comes from the Latin word adventus, meaning “appearing” or “coming,”
referring to the appearing of a great king or even a god. In Christian usage, it refers to
the appearing of Jesus Christ in two ways - His first appearing as the Child born of the
Virgin Mary and His second appearing in glory on the Last Day to judge the living and the
dead. You see, Advent isn’t only about getting ready for Christmas; it’s also about getting
ready for Jesus’ final appearing in glory only the Last Day.
We live in the last days, between Christ’s first and second appearances. He is always
present with us, and always has been since the beginning. His presence is made audible
and visible to us by the Spirit through the preached Word and the Sacraments. Only
briefly did the Son of God show His face some 2000 years ago. Only at the end will we
see His face again when He appears in glory. Until then, we watch and wait for His second
advent even as we celebrate His first.
St. Bernard wrote this concerning the coming of Christ: “In the first coming, Christ
comes in the flesh and in weakness; in the second, He comes in Spirit and power; in the
third, He comes in glory and majesty; and the second coming is the means whereby we
pass from the first to the third.”
The season of Advent has its origins in France and Spain in the 4th and 5th centuries. As
early as 380, the Council of Saragossa urged faithful Christians to attend church every
day from December 17 through Epiphany (January 6). Early calendars in both the East
and the West indicated a 40 day period of fasting, beginning on November 14. The
liturgical principle is “fast before feast,” following the pattern of Lent and
Easter. Before a major feast there is a period of fasting—solemn, repentant
preparation. This stands in sharp contrast to our consumerist culture that feasts first
and then diets afterward, resolving to “do better” in the new year. Joyful feasting and
disciplined fasting go hand in hand.
Advent has four distinct Sundays themed by the readings from the holy Gospel:
The 1st Sunday in Advent focuses on Christ’s appearing in glory with the image of His
triumphal ride into Jerusalem as the messianic King.
The 2nd Sunday brings John the Baptizer’s prophetic voice calling Israel out to the
wilderness to “prepare the way of the Lord.”
The 3rd Sunday again focuses on John the Baptizer, this time on the content of his
preaching of repentance and his greatness as the forerunner of the Messiah.
The 4th Sunday emphasizes Jesus’ immaculate conception by the Holy Spirit in the womb
of the Virgin Mary. During the final week of Advent, it is customary to pray the “O
Antiphons” from December 17 to December 23, a series of ancient prayers addressed to
Christ in terms of Old Testament prophesy.
Advent is a season of quiet anticipation and expectation. The One who once came in
humility by way of Bethlehem’s manger, David’s donkey, and Calvary’s cross, who now
comes to us hiddenly in His holy Word and the blessed Sacrament of His body and blood,
will soon come visibly in blazing glory to raise the dead and give eternal life to all who call
on His Name. The tone of Advent is joyful anticipation, a mixture of holy fear and
expectant joy, like that of a mother-to-be awaiting the arrival of her first baby.
And night shall be no more. They need no light,
no lamp, nor sun. For Christ will be their All!
Pastors message continued on page 2 . . .

Advent is a time of sober patience. Sadly, our instant gratification culture seems to have had more influence on the
Church than the Church has had on the surrounding culture. Advent has been gobbled up by the frenzy of the “winter
holidays,” which now begin after Halloween! By the time Christmas arrives, most are too weary to worship and too
burned out from decking the halls to celebrate the birth of the world’s Savior with any degree of joy much less
energy. Remember, Christmas is a twelve day feast, beginning on December 25th. In celebrating Advent in all its
somber, sober watchfulness, we Christians can give a priceless gift to each other and to the world by showing the
patient hope we have in Jesus’ coming.
The season has its own peculiar customs and traditions. One cherished tradition is the Advent wreath. This
evergreen wreath with four candles is a tradition from northern Europe. Each candle stands for one of the four
Sundays in Advent. The closed circle is a symbol of God’s eternality. Like the circle, our Lord is without beginning and
without end. The evergreen branches represent the eternal life that is ours through the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ, a life that transcends death itself. Just as the evergreen remains alive and fresh even in the dead of
winter, so Jesus fills us with new life even in death. “I am the Resurrection and the Life. He who believes in me will
live even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die” (John 11:25-26).
The candles remind us of Jesus Christ, who is the Light of the world, the Light no darkness can
overcome. They also represent all baptized believers in Jesus who reflect His light into the darkness of this world and
proclaim Him who called them out of darkness into His marvelous light (1 Peter 2:9-10). Each successive week in
Advent, another candle is lit. Sometimes smaller candles or little red berries are added to count off the days between
Sundays. At Christmas Eve, the Advent wreath is replaced with a single white Christ candle, signifying the appearing
of Christ in the world.
As the candles on the Advent wreath burn ever more brightly with the approach of Christmas, we are reminded of how
near is the coming of our Savior Jesus Christ. Good news indeed! He comes to judge the world in His righteousness,
and the verdict will be “innocent” in His atoning death. Your faith in Him will not be in vain. He comes to save!
Other Advent customs include the Advent calendar with its little doors or pockets each concealing a gift or
Scripture verse and counting the days to Christmas, and the “Jesse Tree,” depicting the family tree of Jesus as the
promised Branch from the stem of Jesse (Isaiah 11:1). Advent calendars and Jesse Trees make fun family projects
during the season of Advent.
The intent of Advent is not to “take the fun” out of Christmas but to restore the joy and celebration to Christmas by
having a period of prayerful preparation and to put the holy back into the December "holidays." As we celebrate
Christ’s first coming by way of the Virgin and the manger, and as we delight in His sacramental coming to us in the
Word and Supper, we await His coming in glory at a day and an hour no one knows. E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come

The original date for the
Voters Meeting on the 2021
Budget was Nov. 24th.
That date has been changed
to December 6th following the late service at
12:00pm

No Board or Council Meetings in
December. Meetings will resume on
January 19th. Board Meetings at 6:30pm
and Council 7:30pm

The Church Office will be closed
December 24th - Jan 1st

Project Christmas
Saturday December 12th.
Has Been
Cancelled Due to the MDHHS
and Governor Whitmer’s
COVID - 19 updated orders.
The Salvation Army has taken over for
Project Christmas. All families who have
signed up already will be contacted by
Salvation Army and if people still need to
sign up they can by calling 231-775-7131.
They are also looking for volunteers to
help, if you can help out just call and leave
your name and number.

Advent Ideas for Home
Pray With your family at home, pray for the church, for the lost, for the
hurting and broken.

Gather with the family of God! Come to advent services on Wednesdays
and Sundays or watch them on line. Let God prepare you with His Gifts of Word
and Body and Blood to see things as He sees them. (Schedule of Worship
service above.)

Fast and pray. While you look forward to the feast – feasts at parties, feasts
at Emmanuel, give up some meals and instead get on your knees and pray for
His Spirit.

Give to those in need. Look for needs right in front of you. Be a gift to
someone. Be Jesus to them in word and deed. Point them to gifts of the Christ
Child, the cross and empty tomb! Volunteer for Project Christmas, Give to a food
bank. Pick up a Mite box, Volunteer at Shepherds table.
Advent packets can be picked up on the
Education table in the back of the church.

There is limited Space with social distancing.
Please be sure to sign up for the service you are attending.

October 2020
Church & Daycare YTD
Income $476,395
Expense $459,183
Positive $ 17,212 for 2020 cash flow
Our overall shortfall is ($19,499) at the end
of October 2020.
Thank you to our generous members who
have faithfully given during worship or mailed
in or used Tithely to give their offerings.
The 2021 Budget is now available for review.
It will be presented and voted on Sunday,
December 6 after the late service.
If you are not able to attend worship in person,
you can continue to support the ministry by
mailing in your offering to:
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 11198 E Division
Street, Cadillac MI 49601.
Beth Ruck, Board of Finance Chairperson

Thank you to
everyone who helped
set up, work at and
helped clean up for
our Holiday Market. The Market raised
$1156.00, $250.00 will be donated to
the New Hope Shelter.

Thank you to all of you who remembered
me with cards, gifts, prayers during the
recent Pastor appreciation month as well as
your kind expressions of sympathy for my
family at the passing of my
father-in-law. Pastor Latham

Dear Emmanuel Family, Thank you
for your kind words, cards, thoughts
and prayers during Jerry’s last days
and at his death. We appreciate all
of your love and support.
Ruby Ohlrich and family

Thank you to our
church family for
the cards, messages
and prayers during
my recent health
complications. I appreciate all of your
concern & love.
Sue Marcum

Dear Friends of
Emmanuel,
Thank you so much for
the generous gift towards
my ministry recently. We
continue working
remotely. I am getting
acquainted with the new
Bandi team and we will be
checking in on Johah and
Ester soon. We still need
prayers for better
internet here and there.
Blessings, Becky
Grossman

Thank you to everyone for the diaper donations! This loving ministry is a
wonderful blessing to our community. We are still in need of sizes 4 & 5

Message from Michigan District, LCMS
Dear partners in ministry,
In the November 15, 2020 epidemic order, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
is calling for a “Three-week Pause,” November 18-December 8, 2020.
The Pause to Save Lives affects our Lutheran High Schools and Concordia University Ann Arbor
directly. However, as noted above, elementary schools, day care centers, and preschools are allowed
to continue with appropriate safeguards that have been in place throughout the school year.
While the order continues to provide exemption from penalties for the “Faith Community” in regard
to religious worship, congregations are encouraged to discuss their current in-person worship plans
in light of the increased spread of COVID-19. Congregations are especially encouraged to reconsider
other gatherings or events that have been scheduled through this holiday season that could be held
virtually or postponed.
We encourage pastors and leaders in the Michigan District congregations and ministries to discuss
the situation in your various localities and make decisions that best serve your members and the
community in which you are placed as “salt and light.” Please exercise grace with individuals and
other ministries who may differ in their perspective or opinion.
We are not to be afraid of the disease, but we do need to demonstrate continued care, love, and
respect for all people in our communities.
May God bless you all with continued wisdom, love for our Lord, and love for His people.
Rev. Dr. David P. E. Maier
President
Michigan District, LCMS

In response to President Maier’s directive,
The Church Council met to update our in-person worship policy at Emmanuel.
At Sunday morning worship services facemasks are required upon entry and exit unless you
cannot wear a mask for medical reasons. Once seated, we strongly encourage that people wear masks
but understand that not all will do so. Also, once seated, we do not expect children four years and
younger to wear masks although they are welcome to do so. Our hope for Sunday Worship is that
the vast majority of those in attendance continue to wear their masks.
If you are not comfortable attending services at Emmanuel but would like to receive the
Lord’s Supper, please contact the church office and arrangements will be made for you.
We need to demonstrate continued care, love and respect for all people. We are all in this with
Christ who gives us strength.
In His Service,

Emmanuel Church Council

Sunday School Lessons and Memory work for
Knights & Roses, Sunday School & Joyful Hearts Students

December 6, 2020
In this week’s Sunday School
and Joyful Hearts lesson, “The Fall
-Short Report,” students will learn
how Moses chooses one man from
each of the twelve tribes and sends
them to spy on the land God has
promised. The spies report a land
of great plenty but occupied by
mighty, fearsome people. Despite
Caleb and Joshua’s pleas to seize
the land promised to them, the
people rebel. Moses pleads for
mercy, and God promises to care
for His people. At the same time,
He condemns the Israelites to
forty years of wandering in the
wilderness. Of all the adults, only
Joshua and Caleb will live to enter
the Promised Land.
Memory Challenge: O my God,
in You I trust. Psalm 25:2

December 13, 2020
In this week’s Sunday School and
Joyful Hearts lesson, “The Unlikely
Ally,” the Israelites prepare to enter
the Promised Land. Joshua sends two
spies to explore Jericho. Rahab, a
prostitute, first hides the spies from
the authorities, and later she helps
them escape out her window in the
city wall. Because of her faithfulness,
the spies promise to spare Rahab and
her family when the Israelites come
to occupy the city.
Memory Challenge:
The Lord make His face to shine
upon you and be gracious to you.
Numbers 6:25

December 20, 2020
We celebrate the “Birth of Jesus” in
Sunday School and Joyful Hearts.
God chose to send His only Son, Jesus
Christ, in the flesh to die for the sins
of the world. As a family, discuss
these questions: What do you
consider the most amazing facts
about this very familiar Bible
account? How can you stay focused on
the real reason for Christmas rather
than the world’s view?
Memory Challenge: For to us a child
is born, to us a son is given. Isaiah

Pick up your advent devotionals
for all ages. There is a table in the
back of the Sanctuary with
Advent educational information.
Please help yourself.

This years Children’s
program will be tapped
and shared on our
social media.

9:30a Counters
12:00p Linked in prayer

28

8:30a Worship w/Com
9:45a Education Hr.
11:00a Worship w/Com

27

8:30a Worship w/Com
9:45a Education Hr.
11:00a Worship w/Com

21

20 4th week in Advent

9:30a Counters
12:00p Linked in prayer

29

Office Closed

9:30a Counters
12:00p Linked in prayer

8:30a Worship w/Com
9:45a Education Hr
11:00a Worship w/Com

Office Closed

No Board Meetings

14

13 3rd week in Advent

22

15

9:30a Counters
12:00p Linked in prayer

8:30a Worship w/Com
9:45a Education Hr
11:00a Worship w/Com
12:00p Voters Meeting on
the 2021 budget

8

1

Tuesday

7

Monday

6 2nd week in Advent

Sunday

30

Office Closed

No evening activities

10:30a Peace Quilting

23

3rd Wed. in Advent
6:30p Worship

16

2nd Wed. in Advent
6:30p Worship

10:30a Peace Quilting

9

1st Wed. in Advent
6:30p Worship

2

Wednesday

31
Office Closed

Please sign up

Happy New Year

January 1, 2021
Office Closed

10;00pm
Worship w/Com

5:00p & 7:00p
Worship w/com and
Candlelight

Christmas Day
Office & Joyful
Hearts Closed

25

18

11

4

Friday

Office & Joyful
Hearts Closed

24 Christmas Eve

17

10

3

Thursday

January 2

26

19

12

5

Saturday

Finance

Ushers

Greeters

Elders

Coffee

Audio

Altar

Acolytes

11:00

8:30

11:00

8:30

11:00

8:30

11:00

8:30

11:00

8:30

C. Koehn

Volunteers
Needed

W. Pillsbury
L. Vanderwal

Elder

Wednesday
December 2

V. Mix
S. Gonder
A. Grosso

D. Schmidt
M. Flaska

A. Breithaupt
D. Wright

D. Schmidt

D. Wright

Volunteers
Needed

J.
Breithaupt
V. Mix
P. Struck

C. Koehn

D. Wright
A. Gonder

C. Weidner

A. Gonder

Volunteers
Needed

J. Ringel
L. Wikoff
M. Harder

C. Koehn
C. Belt

J. Shuster
B. Menz

C. Belt

J. Ringel

M. Gottleber

Elder

Elder

December
20

J. Schafer

Elder

Wednesday
December
16

R. Ohlrich
D. Schafer

C. Schafer

M.
Schellhas

December
13

P. Struck
L. Gottleber L. Gottleber
E. Brizendine K. Gottleber K. Gottleber

Elder

Wednesday
December 9

P. Struck
E. Brizendine

Elder

Elder

December 6

7:00
D. Wright
A. Gonder

5:00
C. Koehn
C. Belt

Volunteers
Needed

C. Belt

R. Ohlrich
D. Schafer

7:00
J. Schafer

5:00
W. Howell

Thursday
December
24

C. Koehn
D. Wright

Volunteers
Needed

R. Ohlrich
D. Schafer

Elder

Friday
December
25

V. Mix
A. Grosso
S. Gonder

D. Schmidt
M. Flaska

A.
Breithaupt
D. Wright

D. Schmidt

Volunteers
Needed

W. Pillsbury
L.
Vanderwal

Elder

Elder

December
27

December Birthdays
2 Jeff Wagner
2 Allyson Shuster
2 Larry Kleino
6 Braelyn Cooper
8 Ryan Thompson
8 Laura Clark
9 Terry Brizendine
9 Dan Redes
9 Holli Meier
11 Lindsay Meier
13 Heather Shuster
16 Brian Mueller
21 Marian Harder
24 John McKnight
24 Bob Menz
25 Sandy Miller
26 Larry Mix
28 Sydney Barcey
31 Dezirae Wells
31 Destinee Wells

PRAYER LIST
Dolores Barrand
Don Borman
Erika Bruning
Rob Cain
Paul Dryburgh
Henry Flintoff
Tom Grosso
Sue Hale
Ellen Hesselink
L.D. Hesselink
Pat Kindlinger
Arnold Koehn*
Beatrice Koschmider*
Margaret Little
Jill Lovell
Sam Lovell
Lorraine Lund*
Isabel Mix*
Penny Nordquist
Arlene Parks
Jennifer Pascoe*
Norma Prochaska
Pat Ruark
Ron Saarela
William Schafer*
Pam Staub*
Joe Teufner
Jeffrey Thompson
Gail VanDrasek
Dave Wetherell
Shirley Winner

*Non Members

December Anniversaries
15
15
17
18
21
22
31

Bill and Rose Hodson(14)
Don and Jeanette Borman(19)
Jerry and Sandra Spjut(44)
Ron and Kara Pifer(27)
Ellen and L.D. Hesselink(35)
Jack and Brenda Foss(30)
Larry and Janet Kleino(54)

Seminarian
Miguel Gonzalez*
Pre - Seminary
Logan Davis*

MILITARY
Derek Akers
Samuel Boyce*
Joshua Flitman*
Dakota Gann*
Joe Meier
Nick Meier
Adam Soldan*
Logan Taylor
Chayce Verity*
Caleb Wakefield*
Joshua Wakefield*

PRENANCY
Alex Hunt*
Jessica Marvin*
Amanda Schoenherr*
Kayla Vorpagel*

Comfort & Strength
Family of Bea Essig
Family of Jerry Ohlrich
Tacoma Family at the loss of
Ken’s brother Roy M. Tacoma

Emmanuel Lutheran Church
11198 E. Division St.
Cadillac, MI 49601
ADDRESS SERVICE R EQUESTED

Emmanuel Lutheran Church

Joyful Hearts Early Learning Center
11198 E. Division St.; Cadillac, MI 49601
www.emmanuelcadillac.org
The Rev. Mark Latham– Vacancy Pastor
The Rev. Ted Turanski, Visitation & Shut-in
Mrs. Jayne Foster, Director of Joyful Hearts
Mrs. Rebekka Koehn, Ministry Coordinator
Mrs. Cindy Belt, Secretary
Mr. Jim Foster, Business Administrator

231.775. 3261

231.775.3898

joyfulhearts@emmanuelcadillac.org
bekki@emmanuelcadillac.org
cindy@emmanuelcadillac.org
admin@emmanuelcadillac.org

