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Ash Wednesday: The Doorway to Lent—February 17, 2021
Ash Wednesday is the liturgical doorway to the season of Lent. During this
season called Lent, we set out on a journey of discovery but not everything we
discover is welcome information. We begin with an extended confession, the
journey of discovery that starts with an honest look at ourselves through the
mirror of the commandments. Then this journey of discovery leads us through
the weeks and Sundays in Lent to the place where this sin is answered, paid for,
and forgiven—to Calvary. Finally, this journey will lead us to the empty tomb
where in place of death we find life, the Lord of Life who has the power to lead
us from death to life and resurrection. Ash Wednesday is the doorway that
begins Lent with honest confession of our sin, with the surprise of grace that
forgives us, and with our confidence in the power and sufficiency of the cross.
It begins with a little introspection. But we do not look within to find God or to
find things noble and good. No, we look inside to see the sin that keeps God
distant from us. These are the things that we have hidden, that we have run
away from, that we have excused and justified, and that we can no longer avoid.
It is the unpleasant first step on this larger journey of revelation.
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We may think we see ourselves objectively but in the brutal and unyielding light
of the Law of God, we see the unvarnished truth of who we are. Yet by the work
of the Spirit this terrible truth drives into the arms of Christ and all He has
done for us. From disappointment with ourselves we come to stand in awe of
Christ and the love that moved Him to act when we could not act to save
ourselves.
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How we served

Our past is a tearful trail of sin. In our present, we look around us only to see
the failed fruits of this sin. When we gaze into the future, we see our hopeless
end... unless we look through the lens which is Jesus Christ and Him crucified.
Through Christ we see a future that was not there apart from Him.
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Prayer list

From introspection and its awareness of sin move to reflection. What has sin
done to us that we cannot set ourselves free from its grasp? What is the power
of sin that drags us unwilling victims to its death? And who is this God who loves
us so that He gave His only begotten Son? Who is this God who refused to let
sin have its last word over our lives?
The reflection we look for is the mirror of Christ and His redeeming love, the
righteousness that is both alien to us because it comes from Him alone and yet
home to us because it offers us the security and peace nothing else can offer.
Our Lord is not only our mighty warrior who faced down sin and its death. He is
also the loving God who clothes us in His holiness, who makes for us a new set of
clothes from His own righteousness, that all our sin may be covered forever. By
baptism we have a new identity as God’s children so that when the Father looks
upon us, He sees us wearing the clothing that is the familiar and holy garments
of Christ’s holiness.
We looked inside to find there the sin we do not want to admit. We look through
the lens of the cross to behold the salvation we do not deserve. And then what?
The Spirit calls us and equips us to respond. This response is not the majestic
and triumphant response of the hero, but the humble and contrite response of
the repentant. We return to the Lord with fasting, with weeping, and with
mourning. We return to the Lord not as if nothing has happened but because
everything has happened to save us.
We rejoice not in ourselves but in Him whose slowness to anger is not
indifference but mercy... whose steadfast love is not displayed in words but in
the work of suffering and the pain of death... whose grace and mercy are not
theoretical construct but the practical pillars of the new life, new hope, and new
peace God has constructed for us. His mercy is not some admirable trait but the
powerful forgiveness which overcomes sin’s grip on us as well as releasing us
from all of yesterday’s guilt.
Continued……

….Pastors message continued
We come to the cross not as a people who gaze upon it as artwork or stand in awe of it like nature’s beauty.
No, we come to this cross to get what it offers, to receive the grace dispensed only there, to rejoice in the
mercy that is available at the exclusive locations of the Word and Sacraments. We see in the cross not
merely an answer to the longing within but the path forward to our new lives. As Christians, we live out the
cross shaped lives of the redeemed, putting this cross to work in who we are and how we live.

Lent is no trip to the movies to see and old story once again. It is the story that reaches out to include
us, that claims us as participants and not merely spectators. For what Christ has done is to set us free
by His grace, so that sin is no longer our master and death no longer our destiny. We serve a crucified
and risen Savior, we follow in our own daily lives, the cross shaped pattern of existence... loving as He
has loved us... forgiving as He has forgiven us... showing mercy as He has been merciful to us...
Ash Wednesday is the liturgical door through which we begin our Lenten journey... a journey of discovery... a journey of redemption... a journey of new life... it all begins with ashes in the shape of a cross,
with an honest look at our sin, the surprise of God’s mercy, and the work of the Spirit to make possible
a response of faith and repentance. Good journey, people of God... Godspeed...

Voters Meeting
th

February 7 12:00pm following the
Sunday late service, the congregation
will be voting on rather or not we
should sell the Ministry House.

Please
remember to
turn in your
filled Baby
Bottles by
Feb. 14th.

Board and council Meetings take
place on February 16th. All Boards
meet at 6:30pm and Council 7:30pm.

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday
February 17th. We are not planning on
doing Lenten dinners at this time.
Worship services will begin at 6:30pm
every Wednesday during Lent.

Joyful Hearts
Director Position – 30 Hours/Week

Our Joyful Hearts Early Learning Center
Director, Jayne Foster, is planning to retire in
early September after faithfully serving our
congregation for 17 years. We are in the
process of selecting a replacement for her. The
state of Michigan requires all Early Childhood
Directors to have earned a BA in early childhood
education
or another child related field. A job description
is available in the church office. If you or
someone you know would like to apply for this
position, please bring your resume to the church
office no later than Wednesday, February 10.

Call Process

A new Call list is expected to arrive
sometime in early February.
If you have any questions please call a member of the
Call Committee.
Alden Gonder, Elder Chairmen,
Mark Zagers Council President, Craig Belt, Council Vice
President & Elder, Jerry Struck, Elder & Trustee
Chair, Jeff Shuster, Elder, Chad Koehn, Elder, Art
Breithaupt, Elder. Holli Meier, Council Secretary,
Jessica Gonder, Michael Schellhas & Bob Menz

The theme of our preaching during this season of Lent will be “Lord, teach us to pray.” Our
catechetical focus will be the Our Father as it is taught in the Small Catechism.

2/17/21 Ash Wednesday

“Our Father Who art in heaven”
2/24/21 Midweek of Lent 1
“Hallowed be Thy name”
3/3/21 Midweek of Lent 2
“Thy kingdom come”
3/10/21 Midweek of Lent 3
“Thy will be done”
3/17/21 Midweek of Lent 4
“Give us this day our daily bread”
3/24/21 Midweek of Lent 5
“Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us”
4/1/21 Maundy Thursday
“Lead us not into temptation”
4/2/21 Good Friday
“But deliver us from evil”

See page 6, for the Lords Prayer and meanings

4/4/21 Resurrection of our Lord
“For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and glory forever and ever. Amen.”

Pick up Lenten devotions and prepare your
Hearts and Minds this Lenten Season
CHURCH SERVICES! –Wednesdays and Sundays. Whether you come once a month or every Sunday, come
more regularly! These times are essential for the believer as you are fed by God’s Word and holy communion. It is
also important to hang out with your family of Christ for support and supporting!
HOME DEVOTION! Now is a great time to start or strengthen your devotional/prayer life. If you are married and/
or have kids include them! Give yourself some achievable goals to pray regularly and read Holy Scripture. For
some three times a week, for others they are ready for every day.
FASTING! - In times of need and spiritual struggle God’s people have always fasted along with prayer.
Jesus
fasted. Jesus’ disciples fasted. You will benefit in your journey of growing this Lent if add fasting to worship and
prayer. Fasting means to give up food and replacing a meal with prayer. it is not a means of grace, but it is an
outward device that can awaken an inward focus on God and your relationship with Him. It is a great reminder
that man does not live by bread alone by the words and promises of God in Jesus Christ.
PRAYING! - How is your prayer life? Healthy Christians pray often and habitually (whether they feel like it or not.)
Do you pray only spontaneously? It is great to know that you can pray anytime anywhere, it is very beneficial to
set aside regular times for prayer. God listens and answers!
GIVING & SERVICE - Christians give and serve. Confident that God gives to them – especially forgiveness and
eternal life – God’s people give to and serve those in need. How is your service and giving? Reflect, repent, and
renew your love for your neighbor and especially your family in Christ at Emmanuel. Raise it up! Don’t leave it up
to spontaneity. This Lent, be intentional and regular in how you give and serve. Make some goals and
pray. Achieve a habit of regular giving.

December 2020
Church & Daycare YTD
Income $568,012
Expense $553,158
Positive $ 14,854 for 2020
cash flow
Our overall shortfall is ($24,198)
at the end of December 2020.
Thank you to our generous members who have
faithfully given during these challenging times.
Gifts to the Unified Budget are the most helpful to
the financial health of Emmanuel.
Members are welcome to donate to special funds at
their discretion.
If you are not able to attend worship in person, you can
continue to support the ministry by mailing in your
offering to:
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 11198 E Division Street,
Cadillac MI 49601.
Beth Ruck, Board of Finance Chairperson

Congratulations to Jim and Jayne
Foster on the birth of a new
granddaughter, Cecilia Germaine
Foster, born January 1 6th
weighing 8lbs 5 oz. Proud Parents
are Matt & Sarah Foster

Congratulations to Michael
Stolarczyk & Sierra Lee on the
birth of a baby girl, Evelyn
Catherine Lee, Stolarczyk born
Saturday January 16th, weighing
7lbs 6oz and 19-inch long. Proud
Grandparents are Meghan &
Matthew Flaska.

Emmanuel
Thanks you!
God has blessed Emmanuel
with so many wonderful
volunteers. We would like to
thank Sandy Shene for
handling our Birthday &
Anniversary Card Ministry.

Thank you Sandy!!

Did you Know?
Jayne Foster has been the
Director of our Joyful Hearts
Daycare for the 17 years that the
center has been opened. What a
beautiful blessing Jayne and Joyful
Hearts has been for Emmanuel and
the Cadillac community.
Jayne plans to retire after the
summer this year. Please keep
Jayne and our Joyful Hearts
program in your prayers as we
begin to make the transition to a
new director. Please let Jayne
know how much she is appreciated
for the beautiful reputation she
has built for the Joyful Hearts
program and the many children and
families that have been touched by
her and the Joyful Hearts
Learning center.

Please Note: If you are making a checks out to the church, the bank has requested that you use our full
name on the check, Emmanuel Lutheran Church.
Reminder: You can set up an auto deposit at the bank for your offering and save on writing checks.
For Online Giving use Tithely.
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/27559

Check the fellowship hall for your Offering Envelopes.

Online Giving
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/27559

THRIVENT MEMBERS:
Have you designated your Thrivent Choice
dollars? Please consider designating
Emmanuel Lutheran Church as your Thrivent
Choice. Please call Bekki in the church office
for more
information.

Ushers Needed!!

If you are able to help out with ushering in one of the Sunday morning worship
services, and upcoming Lenten Wednesday services, please contact the church office.
Elders have been taking most of the responsibilities during worship and they could use
some extra helpers. If you ushered before and would like to do so again, or you have
wanted to give it a try, please email the office back. Training will be provided.

Joyful Hearts Donation Wish List
If you would like to donate items to Joyful Hearts, please
place them in the donation area in the back of the church.
Glue Sticks
Sharpened colored pencils
Markers
Children's telescope
(or donation to
purchase one.)
Magnetic bingo wand
Fuse beads
Bandalooms
Lysol
Clorox wipes
Games: Trouble, Life, Hedbanz

Sunday School Lessons and Memory work for
Knights & Roses, Sunday School &
Joyful Hearts Students
February 7, 2021
“The Fearless Shepherd” As their armies remain encamped against
one another, the Philistines send for their champion, Goliath, to
challenge the Israelites. The Israelites fear to challenge the giant.
Young David expresses dismay at the soldiers’ lack of trust in God.
Confident that the Lord will give him victory, David uses his sling and
knocks Goliath to the ground before cutting off Goliath’s head with
the giant’s own sword.
Memory Challenge: Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Corinthians 15:57
February 14, 2021
“The Faith-Full Friends.” The Bible tells us David and Jonathan were
such close friends that “the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of
David” (1 Samuel 18:1). Saul’s insane jealousy of David tests their
friendship to the limit. David and Jonathan establish a plan to alert
David if Saul continues to seek his life. Sadly, Saul’s anger remains
unchecked. Jonathan, faithful to God’s will, warns David to flee from
the king.
Memory Challenge: A friend loves at all times. Proverbs 17:17
February 21, 2021
In this week’s lesson, “The Wise King,” when God invites Solomon
to ask for what he desires most, Solomon prays for wisdom to carefully lead the people. Pleased with this selfless request, God grants
Solomon great wealth and honor in addition to his desired wisdom. Solomon wrote and collected many of the wisdom writings that make up
the Book of Proverbs.
Memory Challenge: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge. Proverbs 1:7
February 28, 2021
“The Unwise Wise King” is the title of today’s lesson. Solomon
gathers the supplies and artisans to begin the most important
construction project of his reign—building a house for God. Using the
very finest materials and most skilled craftsmen, Solomon builds a
temple so glorious that none to come after it would ever compare.
Later in his life, Solomon’s many wives and concubines lead him away
from the true God. In His anger, God vows to take the kingdom away
from Solomon’s descendants.
Memory Challenge: Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let
us kneel before the Lord, our Maker! Psalm 95:6

12:00p Linked in prayer

8:30a Worship w/Com
9:45a Education Hr.
11:00a Worship w/Com

9:30a Counters
12:00p Linked in prayer

8:30a Worship w/Com
9:45a Education Hr.
11:00a Worship w/Com

8:30a Worship w/Com
9:45a Education Hr.
11:00a Worship w/Com

28 2nd Sun in Lent

22

21 1st Sun in Lent

Last Day to turn in your
filled Baby Bottles

15 Presidents Day

14 Valentines Day

8

9:30a Counters
12:00p Linked in prayer

Mite Box

9:30a Counters
12:00p Linked in prayer

1

Monday

8:30a Worship w/Com
9:45a Education Hr.
11:00a Worship w/Com
12:00p Congregational
Voters Meeting
Ministry House

7

Sunday
Groundhog Day

23

16
9:30a Counters
6:30p All Boards Meet
7:30p Council Meeting

9

2

Tuesday

10:30p Peace Quilting
5:30p Dinner
6:30p Worship

24

6:30 Worship w/Com

17

10:30p Peace Quilting
5:30p Dinner
6:30p Knights & Roses
and Adult Bible Class

10

5:30p Dinner
6:30p Knights & Roses
and Adult Bible Class

3

Wednesday

25

18

11

4

Thursday

26

19

12

5

Friday

27

20

13

6

Saturday

Finance

Ushers

Greeters

Elders

Coffee

Audio

Altar

Acolytes

11:00

8:30

11:00

8:30

11:00

Jan Ringel
Lori Wikoff
Sharon Gonder

Dan Schmidt
Matthew Flaska

Jeff Shuster
Bob Menz

Craig Weidner

11:00

8:30

Jan Ringel

Vicki Mix
Amy Grosso
Marian Harder

Chad Koehn
Craig Belt

Art Breithaupt
Dave Wright

Craig Belt

Joey Schafer

Jerry & Pat
Struck

Wanda Pillsbury
Lorna
Vanderwal

8:30

Elder

Elder

11:00

William Howell

Elder

February 14

8:30

February 7

Volunteers
Needed

Chad Koehn
Craig Belt

Craig
Weidner

Jerry & Pat
Struck

Elder

Ash
Wednesday
February 17
6:30

Volunteers
Needed
Jan Ringel
Lori Wikoff
Pat Struck

Volunteers
Needed
Jackie Breithaupt
Jan Ringel
Amy Grosso

Chad Koehn
Craig Belt

Jeff Shuster
Bob Menz

Craig Belt

Jan Ringel

Wanda Pillsbury
Lorna
Vanderwal

Elder

Joey Schafer

February 28

Volunteers
Needed

Jeff Shuster

Craig Weidner

Ruby Ohlrich
Deb Schafer

Elder

Wednesday
February 24
6:30

Volunteers
Needed

Dan Schmidt
Matthew Flaska

Dave Wright
Alden Gonder

Dan Schmidt

Volunteers
Needed

Ruby Ohlrich
Deb Schafer

Charlie Schafer

Mina Schellhas

February 21

Alden Gonder

Craig Weidner

Wanda Pillsbury
Lorna Vanderwal

Elder

Wednesday
March 3

February Birthdays
2 Bekki Koehn
3 Blake Ryno
5 Amanda Schoenherr
6 Randy Adlam
8 Jerry Argue
8 Michele Shay
9 Vicki Mix
9 Michael Salminen
9 Lillian Etapa
10 Kris Barcey
10 Taylor Champion
10 Amanda Reddy
12 Karen Jung
13 Susan Marcum
13 Charles Rippee
14 Jill Lovell
14 Sandra Shene
14 Wanda Pillsbury
17 Bob Ringel
17 Wes Tavegia
17 Lochlinn Koehn
18 Austin Otis
18 Jessica Wetherell
19 Norma Prochaska
19 Allison Mundwiler
20 Margaret Little
21 Amelya Miller
24 Jessica Gonder
27 Dave Dalton
27 Craig Belt

February Anniversaries

1 Jerry and Pat Struck(57)
9 Tom and Vicki Mix(41)

MILITARY
Derek Akers
Samuel Boyce*
Joshua Flitman*
Dakota Gann*
Joe Meier
Nick Meier
Adam Soldan*
Logan Taylor
Chayce Verity*
Caleb Wakefield*
Joshua Wakefield*

PRAYER LIST
Dolores Barrand
Don Borman
Eva Brizendine
Paul Dryburgh
Henry Flintoff
Sue Hale
Ellen Hesselink
L.D. Hesselink
Pat Kindlinger
Arnold Koehn*
Jim Little
Margaret Little
Jill Lovell
Sam Lovell
Isabel Mix*
Penny Nordquist
Arlene Parks
Norma Prochaska
Jennie Pruetz
Pat Ruark
Ron Saarela
Jeffrey Thompson
Dave Wetherell
Shirley Winner

If you would like to send a card of encouragement to
our Pre - Seminary or Seminary students, their
addresses are below.
Please Pray for…

The Pastor God is preparing

for Emmanuel
The Pastors family
The Pastors current Church
Our Congregation
Our Church Leadership
The Call Committee
Our Church Staff

Seminarian
Miguel, Rachel & Daisy Gonzalez
17 Founders Way Unit D
St. Louis MO. 63105
Pre - Seminary
Logan Davis,
311 Esplanada
Mt. Clemens, MI 48043
Use Logan’s home address

Web page www.emmanuelcadillac.org
Online Giving
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/27559
Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/Emmanuel-Lutheran-Church-153816661355272/

Emmanuel Lutheran Church
11198 E. Division St.
Cadillac, MI 49601
ADDRESS SERVICE R EQUESTED

Emmanuel Lutheran Church

Joyful Hearts Early Learning Center
11198 E. Division St.; Cadillac, MI 49601
www.emmanuelcadillac.org
The Rev. Mark Latham– Vacancy Pastor
The Rev. Ted Turanski, Visitation & Shut-in
Mrs. Jayne Foster, Director of Joyful Hearts
Mrs. Rebekka Koehn, Ministry Coordinator
Mrs. Cindy Belt, Secretary
Mr. Jim Foster, Business Administrator

231.775. 3261

231.775.3898

joyfulhearts@emmanuelcadillac.org
bekki@emmanuelcadillac.org
cindy@emmanuelcadillac.org
admin@emmanuelcadillac.org

