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Mercy Is Not Magic
The reality is that we are far too comfortable with the familiar rhythms of a Good Friday death
and an Easter resurrection. They no longer shock us or even cause us to be somber. We make
our familiar journey every year from ashes to the cross and then quickly, too quickly, jump past
the cross to Easter bunnies and eggs and ham dinners and such. It is not because we do not
value the mercy of God. We do. We count on it. We expect it. We presume we are entitled to
it. Sin is less a problem than it is an inconvenience, an unpleasantness.
How easy it is to think of mercy as wishing sin away. Despite all the horrors of suffering and the
agony of death, we rush into the arms of mercy as if it were just that—magic. But God did not
wish away our sin. He did not turn the other check. He did not overlook it. He did not shrug His
shoulders and walk away. He faced what we would not. He looked into the shadows and saw what
our eyes refuse to see. He carried the weight upon His own shoulders that was ours to bear but
we could not bear it. He went into the cold darkness of the grave not as victim but as
victor. Mercy cost Him everything and yet He paid it willingly, knowing full well the price He
must pay to show mercy. That is the lesson of Easter. Mercy is not free except to those who
receive it. It cost Him His very life.
Mercy is proof that sin not only exists but it is everything that God warns us of. We need mercy
only because sin is real, its threat real, and judgment real. It is a fool's conclusion that mercy
means these things no longer exist. No, indeed. Mercy proves sin, proves death, proves
judgment, and proves hell.
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When the Church cries out for mercy, she does not call out because she thinks little of sin. It is
because the Holy Spirit has opened her eyes to know what sin is that she can also behold the
costliest gift of all—the privilege of mercy. The Church pleads for mercy with the cross for
there is no mercy without it.



How foolish it is to think of mercy as magic, to rush hurriedly past the cross to Easter and then
to forget it all and go back to the old life. That is a sure sign that repentance has not made its
home in the heart and the mind is still ruled with desire. When we would imagine mercy as no
more than a wish, we would remain in the throes of sin and in the grasp of desire. Piety is not a
loose clothing to be worn on the outside but the mirror of the soul.
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Our walk in faith called the Church Year is not some external rite imposed upon us but the
yearning of the faithful heart desiring again to hear of the promise through the ages, of the
visit of the angel to the Virgin, of the baptismal water marked by the Spirit's entrance and a
voice from heaven, of the prediction of the cross, of the body limp upon it, of the scattered
disciples, of a garden and an empty tomb, of visits behind locked doors, of the promise of the
Spirit, and of the tongues of fire.
Mercy beckons only to the guilty and those who know their shame. The miracle and magic is that
it does not leave the soul to it guilt and shame but gives life and hope where there was only
death and despair.
We preach Christ and Him crucified. Mercy knows nothing but Christ and Him
crucified. Blessed are those whose guilt is removed and whose sin is forgiven. Mercy makes
blessed even the sinner deserving only rejection and wrath. That is why we rejoice. We are not
happy because sin does not matter but because it mattered so much that God gave Himself into
our plight. The fruit of the cross, announced in glory on Easter, and lived out in the life of the
Spirit-filled Church is mercy. Lord, have mercy upon me, a sinner.
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give_new/www/#/
tithely/give-onetime/27559

A Voters Call Meeting will take place on Tuesday May 24th
at 7:00pm.We will also be voting of Leadership positions at
this date and time.

Current Events

WEDNESDAY FAMILY
NIGHT
5:45p Dinner
6:15p Prayer & Praise
6:30p Knights & Roses
and Adult Bible Class
7:30p Choir

Board and Council
Meetings are
scheduled for May
17th. All Boards
meet at 6:30pm and
Council 7:30pm.

THE PEACE BY PIECE
QUILTING GROUP Meet on

the 1st and 3rdWednesday of
each Month in the Sanctuary of
Emmanuel Lutheran Church.
Please call Jackie Breithaupt if
you have any questions or would
like to join the group
231-884-8893

HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS,
PLEASE TURN IN A SENIOR
PICTURE to the Church office
by May 8th, with information
about your activities in High
School, (sports, music, honors, scholarships
etc.) Also any information on future college,
work or Military plans would be appreciated.
Mark your Calendars, High School and College
Grads, Graduation Recognition will take place
May 22nd in both services.

The Ladies of the LWML meet on
the 3rd Wednesdays of the Month. On
May 18, at 11:30am the Ladies of
the LWML will meet at Emmanuel. All
ladies of the congregation are invited
to join us.

2022 Nomination Slate
President
Mark Zagers

Board of Evangelism Chair
Vacant

Vice President
Alden Gonder

Board of Finance Chair
Craig Weidner

Secretary
Jessica Gonder

Board of Stewardship Chair
Vacant

Member at Large B
Elizabeth Hill
Bob Menz

Board of Trustees Chair
Terry Brizendine

Board of Elders Chair
Craig Belt

Voters Meeting
for New Leadership,
May 24, 7:00pm

Board of Education Chair
Beth Menz

The Church Office and Joyful Hearts will
be Closed on May 30th for Memorial Day.

Living Sacrifices
Stewardship is not just about giving money to the church. It includes this, to be sure, but it
is not limited to it. Stewardship involves our whole life – everything we have and everything
we are.
Let us not, though, fall into the trap of thinking that because we give of ourselves in one area then we can neglect giving in another. Stewardship is not stealing from Peter to pay Paul.
It is not a game that we play whereby we justify ourselves in not giving a tenth of our income
because we have given in some other way.
This is why our Lord warns: “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe
mint and dill and cumin and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and
mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others.” (Matthew 23:23) We are given to do both – tithe of ourselves and what we have.
And so it is that St. Paul makes his appeal to us: “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by
the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is
good and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:1–2)
We are to present our bodies as a living sacrifice to God. We are not to have the mind of the
world, where we exchange equal weight of this for an equal weight of that and think that we
have done what God has required. Our whole life is given over for service in and for the
Church of God. This is to be done in thanksgiving for what God in Christ has accomplished for
us. This is our spiritual worship, the reasonable response to what He has done for us. Not one
for the other but all in all.
But what does this look like? St. Paul never lays down a general principle without also giving
us some practical application of what shape that principle is to take concretely. He gives the
general principle that our bodies are to be living sacrifices to God. And, after admonishing
those who have been given particular gifts of grace to serve the church, St. Paul then speaks
generally of what is expected of all. He says:
“Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another
with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in
zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be
constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality.” (Romans 12:9–13)
This is what it looks like to present your bodies as living sacrifices. This is how we live out
the grace of God here in time.
Let us then heed the apostle’s teaching. Let us present our bodies – everything that we have
and everything that we are – as living sacrifices to God, our reasonable response to what God
in Christ Jesus accomplished for us by His death and resurrection. Through this, we have
forgiveness of sins, a new life in Christ, and eternal salvation. And through this worship, the
grace of God is made manifest in His saints – for the church and the world.
– LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship

Thank you to everyone that helped to make our Lenten dinners a wonderful success.
The members of the Board of Education hosted the chili cook off and the Mexican taco bar. Heather
Shuster hosted the Pasta Bar. Nancy Shimek and Carol Hall were our leaders for the soup and
sandwich night and Jayne Foster and Kris Van Agtmael hosted the hot dogs and loaded fries night.
We would also like to thank everyone who brought food and helped with the set up and clean up.

Thank you to everyone that
donated to this years Easter
Altar Flower display.

The Ladies of the Altar Guild did a beautiful job again
this year taking care of our Altar during the Lenten season
and Easter. If you see these ladies let them know how
much we appreciate them. Deb Schafer, Ruby Ohlrich, Lisa
& Katelyn Gottleber, Wanda Pillsbury, Lorna Vanderwal, Pat
Struck & Denise Bujalski.

March 2022
Church & Daycare
Income $146,182
Expense $150,019
Negative

($ 4, 837) for 2022

cash flow
Overall Positive cash flow is $34,556

Gifts to the Unified Budget are the most helpful to the
financial health of Emmanuel.
If you are able to give an extra gift to the Building Repair
fund at this time, that would be great.

We had a $5,000+ expense to repair the sanctuary furnace.
Thank you to our generous and faithful givers.
If you are not able to attend worship in person, you can
continue to support the ministry by mailing in your offering
to:
Emmanuel Lutheran Church, 11198 E Division Street, Cadillac
MI 49601.
Beth Ruck, Treasurer
Online Giving
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/27559

Congratulations to our
Confirmation students,
Joseph & Charles Schafer.

Thank you to all Emmanuel
members and Pastor Latham
for all your supportive prayers
and emails and phone call from
Pastor Turanski. I so
appreciated everything.
Lorna Vanderwal

Thank you for all
the donations for
our Veterans food
drive.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to help
with the Lawn maintenance for late
Spring, Summer and early Fall. If
you are interested in mowing the
church property please sign-up! If
you have any further questions
please contact Tom Dettloff at
(231)920-1921.

Volunteers are extremely important to ensure that
worship services and bible studies happen in an organized
fashion for our members, guests & visitors on Sunday
morning and during the week. Please pray about where
you can best help. A sign up is available.
Coffee Hour
Greeters both services
Ushers both services
Audio both services

Seminary Student
Alarik & Angela Morris
525 Clara Ave. Apt. 102
St. Louis, MO 63112
Call Day takes place on April 26th. As
soon as we know where the couples is
called to, we will update our
information. Please keep Alarik &
Angela in your prayers.

Shoes for Elementary
Children.

Emmanuel is collecting
gym shoes for students at Franklin Elementary. Many
students do not have the appropriate shoes for gym class,
so we’d like to supply them with shoes to borrow and then
take for the summer. Because we want a variety of sizes,
please take a tag from the shoe tree located in the
back of the sanctuary. Check out sales at Meijer,
Walmart and Shoe Sensation!

May 1, 2022
“The Unique Greek” is the title of this week’s Sunday School, Joyful
Hearts and Knights & Roses lesson. Paul and Silas journey to Philippi.
On the Sabbath Day, they meet a businesswoman named Lydia and others gathered at the riverside for prayer. After hearing Paul’s teaching,
Lydia and her household are baptized. Lydia invites Paul and the others
to stay at her home.
Memory Challenge: Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.
Mark 16:16

Sunday School Lessons
and Memory work for
Knights & Roses, Sunday
School & Joyful Hearts
Students.

May 8, 2022
This week’s Sunday School, Joyful Hearts and Knights & Roses
lesson is “The Unknown Revealed.” As Paul waits for the
other disciples to join him in Athens, he spends time in
discussion with philosophers and others in the marketplace.
Many temples and altars fill the city of Athens, including an
altar dedicated to the “unknown god.” One day, Paul speaks at
the Areopagus—also called Mars Hill. He uses the altar to the
unknown god as an opportunity to teach the people concerning
the true God.
Memory Challenge: Faith comes from hearing, and hearing
through the word of Christ. Romans 10:17

May 15, 2022
Sunday School, Joyful Hearts and Knights & Roses students will study “Preaching and Perils” this week.
After an extended stay in Greece, Paul sets off on another journey, finally arriving in Troas. There, as he
preaches late into the night, a young man named Eutychus falls asleep on a window ledge and tumbles three
floors to his death. Paul rushes to his side and restores Eutychus to life. Later, in his second letter to the
Church at Corinth, Paul recounts in detail the numerous hardships he endured in his ministry.
Memory Challenge: I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes. Romans 1:16

May 22, 2022
The Sunday School, Joyful Hearts and Knights & Roses lesson for this week is “All Overboard.” After
appealing his right as a Roman citizen, Paul sets sail for Rome under the guard of Julius, a centurion. They
try to sail along the coast of Crete, but a fierce storm batters the ship for two weeks, pushing them out to
sea. An angel tells Paul the ship will be lost but all aboard will survive. Paul encourages everyone to take
heart and have some food. The soldiers cut loose the anchors, and the ship heads toward a beach, where it
strikes a reef. All 276 who were aboard arrive safely ashore.
Memory Challenge: When I am afraid, I put my trust in You. Psalm 56: 3

May 29, 2022
“To a New Generation” is the title of this week’s Bible lesson. Paul writes this instructive letter to his
spiritual son, Timothy. As the pastor of the Church in Ephesus, young Timothy relies on Paul’s experience
and advice. Paul’s words to Timothy encourage all believers in Christ: “The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost” (1 Timothy 1:15).
Memory Challenge: All Scripture is breathed out by God. 2 Timothy 3: 1 6

Mite Box

Mothers Day

The Church Office &
Joyful Hearts Closed

8:30a Worship w/Com
9:45a Education Hr.
11:00a Worship w/Com

Memorial Day

9:30 Counters

31

7:00pm
Voters Call Meeting
& leadership election.

9:30a Counters

30

24

6:30p All Boards Meet
7:30p Council Meeting

9:30a Counters

23

17

10

3

Tuesday

16

9:30a Counters

9

9:30a Counters

2

Monday

29

8:30a Worship w/Com
9:45a Education Hr.
11:00a Worship w/Com

Graduation Recognition

22

8:30a Worship w/Com
9:45a Education Hr.
11:00a Worship w/Com

Guest Pastor
Lutheran Heritage Foundation

15

8:30a Worship w/Com
9:45a Education Hr.
11:00a Worship w/Com

8

8:30a Worship w/Com
9:45a Education Hr.
11:00a Worship w/Com

1

Sunday

25
10:30a Peace Quilting
5:30p Dinner
6:30p Knights & Roses
Adult Bible Class
7:30p Choir

18
11:30a LWML
5:30p Dinner
6:30p Knights & Roses
Adult Bible Class
7:30p Choir

11
10:30a Peace Quilting
5:30p Dinner
6:30p Knights & Roses
Adult Bible Class
7:30p Choir

4
5:30p Dinner
6:30p Knights & Roses
Adult Bible Class
7:30p Choir

Wednesday

26

19

12

Ascension

National Day of Prayer

5

Thursday

27

20

13

6

Friday

28

Armed Forces Day

21

14

Fellowship Hall in
use 11 –4

7

Saturday

Finance

Ushers

Greeters

Elders

Coffee

Audio

Altar

Acolytes

Jeff Shuster
Brian Heyniger
Chad Koehn
Craig Belt
The Marcums
The Zagers
Diana Heyniger
Mark Zagers

Jan Ringel
Sharon Gonder
Jean Bucci

Alden Gonder
Dave Wright

Chad Koehn
Dan Schmidt

Ruby Ohlrich

Sandy Shene

Ashley Wright

Jessica Wetherell

Lori Wikoff
Amy Grosso
Pat Struck

8:30

11:00

8:30

11:00

8:30

11:00

Ruby Ohlrich
The Zagers
Ashley Wright

Denise Bujalski
Sandy Shene
The Zondlak Family
The Tacomas

Lori Wikoff
Pat Struck
Marian Harder

Jan Ringel
Volunteers Needed
Jan Ringel
Elizabeth Hill

Vicki Mix
Denise Schmidt
Sharon Gonder

Jan Ringel
Amy Grosso
Denise Schmidt

Jessica Wetherell

Chad Koehn
Craig Belt

Chad Koehn
Craig Belt

Craig Belt
Dan Schmidt

Alden Gonder
Dave Wright
Jeff Shuster
Brian Heyniger

Alden Gonder
Dave Wright

Heather Shuster

Nancy Shimek

Heather Shuster

Zondlak Family

Zondlak Family

Craig Belt

Volunteers Needed

Craig Belt

Craig Weidner

Dan Schmidt

11:00

Michael Gottleber

Volunteers Needed

Jan Ringel

Joey Schafer

Michael Gottleber

8:30

Lochlinn Koehn

Dayton Zondlak

May 29

TBA

TBA

Charlie Schafer

Ally Shuster

May 22

TBA

TBA

Jack Watts

Lochlinn Koehn

Charlie Schafer

11:00

TBA

Haven Miller

Will Howell

Dayton Zondlak

8:30

May 15

May 8

May 1

Vicki Mix
Jean Bucci
Sharon Gonder

Mark Zagers

Diana Heyniger

Volunteers Needed

The Marcums

Chad Koehn
Dan Schmidt

Jeff Shuster
Brian Heyniger

Nancy Shimek

Dan Schmidt

Joey Schafer

TBA

Jack Watts

Ally Shuster

June 5

May Birthdays

1 Diana Heyniger
1 Mackenzie McGuire
2 Brian Loughmiller
2 Kenneth Moses
4 Samantha Denning
4 Mina Schellhas
4 Brian Heyniger
6 Aaron Whitney
7 Dixie Wells
7 Steve Schoenherr
7 Elizabeth Hill
9 Carol Hall
9 Janet Kleino
10 Ron Pifer
10 Jordan Adlam
12 Jonathan Meeks
12 Michael Gottleber
13 Harker Mix
14 Craig Weidner
14 Mark Tanner
19 Charlie Howell
20 Robert Cain
20 Carolyn Ruck
21 Patricia Kindlinger
23 Lisa Harding
24 Dorothy Wolforth
27 Calvin Meeks
28 Randy Gauthier
28 Megan Kendall
31 Jim Foster

May Anniversaries

5 Dale and Dawn Wells(32)
5 Amanda and Zach Reddy(3)
7 Joe and Ashley Mix(11)
14 Kenneth and Cathy Tacoma(45)
19 Steve and Denise Bujalski(22)
23 James and Margaret Little(13)
25 Greg and Tracey Oosterhouse(9)
29 Dave and Teri Dalton(23)

Please Pray for…

The Pastor God is preparing

PREGNANCY
Raven Davidson*

for Emmanuel
Pastors family
Pastors current Church
Congregation
Church Leadership
Call Committee
Church Staff

The
The
Our
Our
The
Our

PRAYER LIST

Bernie Bobola*
Steve Bujalski
Mary Cathcart
Gretchen Cherry*
Paul Dryburgh
Ellen Hesselink
L.D. Hesselink
Pat Kindlinger
Janet Kleino
Arnold Koehn*
Jim Little
Margaret Little
Sam Lovell
Isabel Mix*
Penny Nordquist
Arlene Parks
Pat Ruark
Ron Saarela
Dan Shuster*
Debbie Weisfeld
Don Wells
Linda Wetherell
Shirley Winner
Ruth Wright*

MILITARY
Derek Akers
Samuel Boyce*
Joshua Flitman*
Dakota Gann*
Adam Soldan*
Logan Taylor
Chris Tessman
Chayce Verity*
Caleb Wakefield*
Joshua Wakefield*
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11198 E. Division St.
Cadillac, MI 49601
ADDRESS SERVICE R EQUESTED

Emmanuel Lutheran Church

Joyful Hearts Early Learning Center
11198 E. Division St.; Cadillac, MI 49601
www.emmanuelcadillac.org
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